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HCS Weekly Bulletin
As we approach the weekend with the Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner

and the MCC cricket match, it’s a time to reflect on the absolutely

great experiences that are woven throughout a student’s time

with us here at HCS.  Given the quality of trips, which are always

personalized by the teachers that have created and organized

them, and the number of exciting events, the diet of experiences

is so rich here.  Our teachers are exceptional, gifted, imaginative,

and wonderfully generous of their time dedicated to bringing out

the best in everyone.  Our prize days will give us an opportunity

to celebrate the combined work of individuals with winning

attitudes, the children and their teachers – a great combination!

We are all living through immensely difficult times given the

economic climate; it is touching all of our lives.  Uncertainty over

pensionable rights that many have subscribed to in good faith

over their working careers is an unhappy burden, and not a trivial

concern. For your planning, HCS will be open on June 30th,

2011, and advertised events will take place, so please make a

point of coming to the Jazz and Rock Concert in the Atherley Hall

– it will be a real treat!  On the subject of treats do make a point

of coming to our drama production ‘Grimm Tales’ on either Friday

July 1st or Saturday July 2nd, 2011, which starts at 7:00 pm in

the PAC.    

Tonight we will celebrate the fantastic sporting achievements of

all of our teams at our Sports Awards Dinner, and hear from our

Chief Guest Mrs Jo Winchcombe, who has the distinction of

having walked 350 miles in the Arctic for charity and also found

time to plant our JS HCS banner at the Magnetic North Pole.

Since the grounds are looking verdant and beautiful after rains,

let’s hope that the weekend remains sunny so that all that we

have scheduled can go forward without interruption. We all hope

to see you at one or more of our fantastic events over the

remaining two weeks of term.

Warm best wishes,          

Hector MacDonald,

Principal

Pupils in Action for Paulton’s TV
Two HCS pupils have starred again for Paulton’s TV using their

presentation and drama skills to great effect. Sophie Fletcher

from the Junior School and Tim Chapman from the Senior

School can be seen in action at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3MwBpnov5Q

Junior School News

It is summer in England so no surprise that all Junior School staff

have had one eye on the weather this week as we had the Sports

Days on the calendar. The older children had their event on

Tuesday and we were able to avoid the rain and manage the

swirling winds, at least until they whipped the gazebos out of the

ground. Unfortunately the wind played havoc with the PA system.

Many parents came to watch the individual and team successes

in track and field, and despite the strong winds, some school

records were broken again this year.  These will be reported on at

prize giving as well as the results of the House points that each

House gained on the day. 

The Early Years and KS1 Sports Day was postponed until Friday

when the weather looked more promising. On the morning the

sun shone and our young children had a fantastic time. The

outstanding achievement was getting the Nursery children to run

in a straight line and then actually go over the finish line.

Next week we have our ‘Moving Up Day’ when all the children

spend the day with their new teacher and meet the many new

children who are joining our school in September. We have had a

huge number of children on Taster Day visits over the past few

weeks and I am delighted to say that our current pupils have been 

very welcoming and have looked after our visitors really well. 

Year 6 children will be taking part in an Induction Morning in the

Senior School, a chance to meet new friends and teachers and to

find their way around the Senior School buildings.

Our musicians and singers have been preparing for the Music

Competition that will take place next Tuesday and we hope that

many of you will join us for this occasion. Mr George Tinsley, the

Head of Music in the Senior School will be our judge this year.

Teresa Rogers

Head of Junior School
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Sports Day at the Junior School 



Exploring Space
Extracts from a report by Dr N Thomas

A group of Year 10 pupils recently travelled to Portsmouth to

meet a group of eminent space scientists and to learn about their

amazing careers.

The theme this year for Portsmouth’s Festivities is ‘Space City’.

The festivities were launched on Thursday June 16, and what a

‘launch’!  The first speaker was Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock MBE,

who delighted us with her humour and insight into her career as

a space scientist and media personality.  

The next speaker was Dr Daniel Thomas, a German astro-

physicist from Portsmouth University’s world-renowned Institute

of Cosmology and Gravitation.  His talk focused on the sorts of

things that a research scientist may get up to on a day-to-day

basis and on some of the unimaginable discoveries made by

telescopes all over the world and in space.  

The final speakers were NASA astronauts, husband and wife

Shannon Walker and Andrew Thomas, who gave a unique

glimpse into life in orbit.  Andrew has flown on four Space Shuttle

missions and lived for several months aboard the Russian Mir

Space Station. Shannon came back in November from spending

six months on the International Space Station. Sharon was co-

pilot on her mission and carried out many experiments, including

how to grow cucumbers in space. 

Sport
JS Cricket

U10A v Forres Sandle Manor 

HCS scored 60 off 20 overs / FSM scored 62 off 17 overs

Kwik Cricket

U9A v Meoncross: HCS scored 117 off 10 overs / Meoncross

scored 150 off 10 overs

Rounders

U9A v Meoncross: HCS scored 4½ rounders / Meoncross scored

8½ rounders

HCS Junior and Senior School Summer

Holiday Cricket Camps
Following letters sent out to all parents on 10th June, please

note that bookings are now being taken for the summer camps to

be held between 13 - 15 July. All completed forms to be returned

to Mr Stuart.

Chemistry Makes Tea
The Science Department has recently invested in new

equipment for A Level experiments, including heating mantles

and a melting point apparatus. This will allow students to attempt

complex chemical synthesis which are often impossible in

schools because of lack of time and equipment.

Our Year 12 students are busy testing out the new equipment.

Last Friday we succeeded in isolating pure caffeine from tea. 

Students brewed a pot of stewed tea. We then removed all the

tannins which give tea its delicious flavour. After heating in an oil

bath we isolated white crystals of pure caffeine, the substance in

tea and coffee that keeps us all awake. The crystals could be

seen sticking out from the side of the test tube.

Not content at isolating caffeine, our students are currently

making another drug, paracetamol – watch this space to see

which of our students will be the next millionaire owner of a

pharmaceuticals company!

HCS Pupils starring

on Paulton’s TV 


